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1 Section catchline amended by Pub. L. 98–497 without cor-

responding amendment of chapter analysis. 

REFERENCES IN OTHER LAWS TO GS–16, 17, OR 18 PAY 

RATES 

References in laws to the rates of pay for GS–16, 17, 

or 18, or to maximum rates of pay under the General 

Schedule, to be considered references to rates payable 

under specified sections of Title 5, Government Organi-

zation and Employees, see section 529 [title I, § 101(c)(1)] 

of Pub. L. 101–509, set out in a note under section 5376 

of Title 5. 

CHAPTER 29—RECORDS MANAGEMENT BY 
THE ARCHIVIST OF THE UNITED STATES 
AND BY THE ADMINISTRATOR OF GEN-
ERAL SERVICES 

Sec. 

2901. Definitions. 
2902. Objectives of records management. 
2903. Custody and control of property. 
2904. General responsibilities of Administrator.1 
2905. Establishment of standards for selective re-

tention of records; security measures. 
2906. Inspection of agency records. 
2907. Records centers and centralized microfilming 

services. 
2908. Regulations. 
2909. Retention of records. 
[2910. Repealed.] 

AMENDMENTS 

1984—Pub. L. 98–497, title I, § 107(b)(18)(A), Oct. 19, 

1984, 98 Stat. 2290, inserted ‘‘THE ARCHIVIST OF THE 

UNITED STATES AND BY THE’’ in chapter heading. 
1976—Pub. L. 94–575, § 2(b), Oct. 21, 1976, 90 Stat. 2726, 

substituted ‘‘Objectives of records management’’ for 

‘‘Records management, surveys, and reports’’ in item 

2902, ‘‘General responsibilities of Administrator’’ for 

‘‘Records management by Administrator; duties gener-

ally’’ in item 2904, ‘‘Inspection of agency records’’ for 

‘‘Personal inspection and survey of records’’ in item 

2906, ‘‘Records centers and centralized microfilming 

services’’ for ‘‘Records centers for storage, process, and 

servicing of records’’ in item 2907, reenacted without 

change items 2901, 2903, 2905, 2908, and 2909, and struck 

out item 2910 ‘‘Final authority of Administrator in 

records practices’’. 

CROSS REFERENCES 

Accounting systems, forms, and procedures: author-

ity of Comptroller General; settlement of accounts of 

collecting and disbursing officers with General Ac-

counting Office, responsibility for, see section 3107 of 

this title. 
Exemptions from provisions of this chapter, see sec-

tion 474 of Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and 

Works. 
Federal agency management program to provide for 

compliance with this chapter and regulations there-

under, see section 3102 of this title. 
General Services Administration, see section 751 et 

seq. of Title 40, Public Buildings, Property, and Works. 
Legal status of reproductions made under regulations 

to carry out this chapter, see section 2116 of this title. 
Reports from Federal agencies on their activities 

under this chapter, authority of Archivist and Adminis-

trator of General Services to obtain; correction of vio-

lations, see section 2115 of this title. 

CHAPTER REFERRED TO IN OTHER SECTIONS 

This chapter is referred to in sections 2115, 2116, 3107, 

3504 of this title; title 25 section 450j; title 28 section 

594. 

§ 2901. Definitions 

As used in this chapter, and chapters 21, 25, 31, 
and 33 of this title— 

(1) the term ‘‘records’’ has the meaning 
given it by section 3301 of this title; 

(2) the term ‘‘records management’’ means 
the planning, controlling, directing, organiz-
ing, training, promoting, and other manage-
rial activities involved with respect to records 
creation, records maintenance and use, and 
records disposition in order to achieve ade-
quate and proper documentation of the poli-
cies and transactions of the Federal Govern-
ment and effective and economical manage-
ment of agency operations; 

(3) the term ‘‘records creation’’ means the 
production or reproduction of any record; 

(4) the term ‘‘records maintenance and use’’ 
means any activity involving— 

(A) location of records of a Federal agency; 
(B) storage, retrieval, and handling of 

records kept at office file locations by or for 
a Federal agency; 

(C) processing of mail by a Federal agency; 
or 

(D) selection and utilization of equipment 
and supplies associated with records and 
copying; 

(5) the term ‘‘records disposition’’ means any 
activity with respect to— 

(A) disposal of temporary records no 
longer necessary for the conduct of business 
by destruction or donation; 

(B) transfer of records to Federal agency 
storage facilities or records centers; 

(C) transfer to the National Archives of 
the United States of records determined to 
have sufficient historical or other value to 
warrant continued preservation; or 

(D) transfer of records from one Federal 
agency to any other Federal agency; 

(6) the term ‘‘records center’’ means an es-
tablishment maintained and operated by the 
Archivist or by another Federal agency pri-
marily for the storage, servicing, security, and 
processing of records which need to be pre-
served for varying periods of time and need 
not be retained in office equipment or space; 

(7) the term ‘‘records management study’’ 
means an investigation and analysis of any 
Federal agency records, or records manage-
ment practices or programs (whether manual 
or automated), with a view toward rendering 
findings and recommendations with respect 
thereto; 

(8) the term ‘‘inspection’’ means reviewing 
any Federal agency’s records or records man-
agement practices or programs with respect to 
effectiveness and compliance with records 
management laws and making necessary rec-
ommendations for correction or improvement 
of records management; 

(9) the term ‘‘servicing’’ means making 
available for use information in records and 
other materials in the custody of the Archi-
vist, or in a records center— 

(A) by furnishing the records or other ma-
terials, or information from them, or copies 
or reproductions thereof, to any Federal 
agency for official use, or to the public; or 

(B) by making and furnishing authenti-
cated or unauthenticated copies or reproduc-
tions of the records or other materials; 


